A The backyard pool
at Mark and Ginny
Haviland’s West Des
Moines home was reconfigured and landscaped
thematically to bring
nature close to the house.
a Guests can enter the pool
just outside the kitchen,
where a shady seating
area shelters bathers
(right). For sun worshippers,
there’s another dining
spot on a raised deck
(above).
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Swimming the

Test of Time
A cookie-cutter pool gets the Colorado treatment
This is the second of two features on pools and ponds.
by CRAIG SUMMERS BLACK • photos by JAMES D. FIDLER

D
design: SHELLY BORTZ

epending on how you do the
math, Mark and Ginny Haviland’s
pool is either 14 years old or 24 years old.
“We put in the original pool when
we built the house,” says Mark. “But
10 years later, we decided we wanted
more of an outdoor look rather than
coping and ceramic
tile. So we cut the
wall of the pool
down about 4 feet,
cut out the hot
tub and deck and
rebuilt the structure to accommodate boulders,
the daylilies, the
wild roses and a
Colorado look.”
At first, the newly natural pool even
had a murky-depths dark bottom.
“When we had the black plaster
it looked even more like a pond.
But we had so many ducks and wild
animals come visit that there was no
room for us.”
Although the color returned to the

more traditional aqua, the pool retains
that lakeside look.
“We still have a duck that comes
around every spring and makes a nest in
the evergreen closest to the water,” he
says. “It lays about six to eight eggs and
bathes itself and flaps around.”
The Havilands
keep water in the
pool all winter,
so even during a
snowstorm the
backyard retains
its Rockies aura.
“It ices over every winter – just
beautiful,” says
Mark, a builder of
commercial and
high-end properties. “Under the right
conditions, you’ll see steam coming off
it in the mornings. We enjoy it as much
today as the day they finished it 14
years ago.”
That makes the extra expense of
the pool renovation worthwhile –

‘It has a look you
never tire of. . . .
It doesn’t age.’

CONTINUED aa
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‘We enjoy it as
much today as the
day they ﬁnished
it 14 years ago.’
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A Poolside is a relaxing place to have a cup of coffee in the
morning or a glass of wine in the evening. “Sometimes,”
Mark says jokingly, “we even swim.”
å A free-standing, four-season gazebo takes in scenic views of
the “lake” in summer and winter.

GRAND
OPENING!
Contemporary Furniture Accessories,
Rugs, Art, Lamps & More .. !

• Design Service Available •
cost-efficient, even, he says.
“We continue to reap the rewards of a natural
setting. It has a look you never tire of.
“It weathers well. It doesn’t depreciate, it
doesn’t age, and it doesn’t look like crud.”
With the pool re-do came a similar transformation of the look of the house and the entire yard.
Ted Lare Design-Build was charged with transforming the pool and energizing the landscape.
“Ted’s an outdoors guy. He love the woods
– he loves nature – as we do,” Mark says.
“We feel like we’ve really accomplished our
goal. The closer we can bring nature to our
everyday life, the better.” N
Craig Black, senior editor of HOMESTYLE,
is trying to convince his wife they need a pool.

300 4th Street • Valley Junction
West Des Moines • 279-3141
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH

Two Unique Stores - One Familiar Address!
September 2005 Des Moines HOMESTYLE

51

A

Th

W

52

Des Moines HOMESTYLE September 2005

ARGANBRIGHT’S INC.
Custom Building and Remodeling
Custom New Home Building

A Rivulet Runs

Through It

When one water feature isn’t enough
by CRAIG SUMMERS BLACK • photos by JAMES D. FIDLER

W

Whole House Remodeling
Additions
Lower Level Finishes
Kitchens
Arganbright’s Inc. is a full service custom
builder & remodeling company with more
than 20 years of professional experience.
We specialize in combining exciting, new
home style concepts with the individual
requirements of your lifestyle.

From Design to
Completion...
we can make your
dream a reality.

hat Margaret Brennan had in mind was a
kind of sorry substitute for a farm pond.
What she ended up with was a wraparound creek,
picturesque waterfalls, stone bridges, water lilies,
jewel-like pet koi and a landscaped transformed.
“I like water, period,” says Brennan. “When I was
looking for property, I wanted a farm pond. But it
turned out I couldn’t have one here, so this is my
compromise.”

Call us for a free
consultation.

515 515-993-1166
993-1166

å Margi Brennan’s creeks,
ponds and falls turned
her West Des Moines
acreage into a real
landscape – and started
her gardening.
å Guests congregate at
seating areas around the
pool and feed the fish.
“They’ll come up to you
even if they just got fed
five minutes ago.”

Some compromise. Her 20 acres – surprisingly, in
West Des Moines – is now graced with not one, but
two wonderfully wandering water features.
“I kind of didn’t have a clue,” says Brennan, a
semi-retired artist. “I just said I’d like some water.
The next thing I know, there’s a big pile of boulders
in the yard.”
But a small aspect of her original vision did appear
one day.
CONTINUED aa

September 2005 Des Moines HOMESTYLE

53

å Brennan’s elliptical swimming pool shares the landscape
with her natural-looking water features.
A “The water is louder than the pool when people aren’t
in it,” Brennan says, “and quieter than the pool when
people are in it.”
Å The metallic wildlife were sculpted by Mount Vernon
artist Dale Merrill of Liberty Iron Works. “It’s so nice to
go up the hill and see the sunset through the zebra.”

“Two years ago, a snapping turtle found its
way into my swimming pool. This was a big
turtle. That gave it a farm-pond feel.”
Brennan had Ted Lare Design-Build put in her
first water feature – “a huge creek” – in 1999.
“I loved it but realized I couldn’t see it from
inside the house. So I had another one put in
– an imitation babbly brook – just off the bedroom window. So now I think of the first one
as the public water feature and the new one as
more private.”
Brennan’s acreage is fairly secluded, and
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Now

the moving water adds aurally to the pastoral
setting. So do the frogs and toads that have
moved in.
“I really love listening to them,” she says. “I
try to figure out which is which. And sometimes
after you see tadpoles, I have dime-sized frogs
hopping over the whole yard.” N

Enjoy Summer at
your Leisure...

• Pools
• Hot Tubs
• Grills

• Yard Decor
•Indoor/Outdoor Games
•Pool Games

Two Locations
6204 SW 9th Street • 515-287-0882
11101 University Avenue in Clive • 226-0882
(between Petsmart and Bed, Bath & Beyond)
Mon.–Sat. 10am-9pm, Sun. 12pm-5pm
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