A Secret
Sanctuary
An Urbandale landscape project enhances
a beautiful property on a pond.
By Carol McGarvey, Photography by Tim Abramowitz

A

young central Iowa family
has a piece of paradise, right
in the middle of Urbandale.
Passersby on a residential street likely have
no idea of the hidden treasure, the athome getaway of Chad and Heidi Quist
and their three young children.
“We actually learned of Ted Lare
Design/Build in this magazine, Welcome
Home,” Chad says. “We felt that the
company’s signature style was what would
bring this property to life.” And indeed
it has.
The Quists worked with designer
Jean Lare to help develop their fouracre property, which includes a huge
pond. “Chad and Heidi knew exactly
what they wanted,” Lare says. “Because of
the situation around the pond, our crew
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leaders learned a lot. For example,
they had to build the large retaining
wall from the side rather than from
the front. We contracted McAninch
Corporation to make a 7-foot-tall cut
along the pond edge to create a terrace
from which to work. Working with
equipment capable of lifting the weight of
the large rocks in a narrow space was a real
challenge.”
Chad explains that the pond was
owned previously by a nearby townhouse
development. When new owners took
over, they decided they didn’t want the
pond, so a bank managed it before the
Quists owned it.
Chad grew up in Michigan; Heidi
in Pella. “All the trees and the water really
remind me of Michigan,” he says. “I love it.”

Opposite: A
triple waterfall and
welcoming seating
area greet visitors
to an Urbandale
family’s hideaway.
This page: Circular
shapes define the
property. Here, a
rounded deck and
a cloverleaf-edged
hot tub and infinity
pool look out over
a pond.

February/March 2012 |

3

A Huge Project

The massive project, which includes a large waterfall, a
long retaining wall and extended walkway at water’s edge, an
infinity hot tub/pool, and multiple deck areas, took two and a half
summers to complete. The family enjoys canoe rides on the lake,
and the youngsters enjoy watching koi, frogs, and ducks in their
up-close-and-personal look at Mother Nature’s handiwork.
“It really is our own private sanctuary,” Chad says proudly.
Another goal was to create a low-maintenance property.
A long driveway leads past the triple waterfall area with its
soothing sounds, and the walkway leads visitors along the pond’s
edge. On the upper level of the property, the infinity hot tub looks
out over the pond and forms another stunning waterfall.
Heidi had a definite outline for plantings on the property.
“I wanted a splash of color that would go all season long. The
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flowers and blooms I picked all have a circular theme, and they
repeat the circle theme of the walkway, the cloverleaf shape of the
hot tub, and the shape of the decking areas.
“I’m from Pella, so, of course, there had to be lots and lots
of tulips to reflect my Dutch heritage. In the spring, there are
early crocuses and lilies. A little later, there are wispy alliums, also
with their round shape. It’s just beautiful with green, mauve, and
pink colors.”
Later in the summer, there are black-eyed Susans, and Japanese
maples also add interest. “Actually, working on the landscape was a
lot like building a house,” Heidi points out.

Clockwise from above: Interesting
stacked stone creates a natural retaining
wall. • A stone walk and steps create
a water’s-edge walkway between
multi-level living space and the pond.
• The Quist children love to catch frogs
and watch koi in water near their home.

In Touch With Nature

A playground for the children and a stone patio give more
space for entertaining. Their children are young now, but Chad
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Clockwise from left: The family
enjoys multi-level spots for play and
for entertaining. • Plantings and pots
break up the expanse of stone.
• Perennials and container plants add
color around the babbling waterfalls.
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and Heidi know the property will be even more fun when the
children get older. “It’s so easy to get caught up in the to-do items
of the day, but then we just go out and catch frogs. It’s wonderful
to be so in touch with Creation,” Heidi says.
“Heidi’s love for old-fashioned plantings really adds so much
to the landscape,” Lare says. “Plus, the path stones are limestone
from Michigan, so Chad really likes that nod to his home state.”
Throughout the property are numerous hydrangeas, along
with Knock Out roses for splashes of color. Hostas and ornamental
grasses add numerous shades of green and dimension. Up on the
deck area, two big oaks act as umbrellas for shade. Underground
sprinklers and lighting give practical and ambient touches.
“The entire property really is a diamond in the rough,”
Lare says.
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Want to see more? Go to
WelcomeHomeDesMoines.com
to see more photos of the Quist’s garden.
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